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Memorial Weekend Fieldtrip
Friday to Monday --  22 – 25 May 2009

Nara Visa, New Mexico

Our 2009 Memorial Weekend Fieldtrip is to Nara Visa (pronounced NAIR-a VY-sa), a small town in eastern New Mexico.  Directions to Nara Visa are pretty simple.  Drive east on I-40 from Albuquerque to Tucumcari, then US 54 to Nara Visa.  We will meet at the (red brick) schoolhouse in Nara Visa, on the eastern edge of the town, on the right as you are headed east.  The entrance to the school grounds is on the east side, down a small dirt road.  There are shade trees and a large covered pavilion with plenty of room for camping.  We will be allowed use of the school kitchen and restrooms, as long as we leave it in a clean condition.  If the weather turns bad we can sleep inside.

From Nara Visa we will have access to the Canadian River, plenty of dry creek beds and arroyos, lots of grassland, and some interesting canyons.  There should be something of interest for everyone.  We will be very close to the New Mexico/Texas line, so bring a map to help prevent wandering into Texas and collecting without a Texas state permit.  

Ted and Sue Brown will probably be in the area Friday afternoon to set up our initial camp.  If you cannot make it for the entire weekend, consider a day trip.  The drive is an easy one and you can’t beat the company!
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Meeting & Activity Notes
Remember, there are no regularly scheduled meetings in June, July, or December.  

May to October – Sandia Pueblo bosque survey (Saturday collection, contact Scott Bulgrin for details)
1 May – Outreach Program at Bosque School for Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP) Student Congress.

2 May – Outreach Program at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park.  

16 May – Santa Ana Earth Day educational exhibit.  

22-25 May – Memorial Fieldtrip to Nara Visa.  See page one.

1-4 June – Venom Week 2009 – Third International Scientific Symposium at Hotel Albuquerque, Old Town, Albuquerque, NM.  Registration is $300 for students and non-degree, higher for professional and degree.  Registration form on line at: http://hsc.unm.edu/conf/venomweek2009

5 June – Outreach Program at Los Griegos Library (10am).

6 June – Outreach Program at Villanueva State Park on the Pecos River (7:30pm).

27 June  – Annual potluck picnic at Jaci Fisher's house (217 Tornasol NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113).  Expect a great evening with wonderful food and company.  Ted will present a slide program on the Memorial Weekend field trip to Nara Visa.  Scheduled time is 6:00pm and you can either surprise everyone (no shocks please) with what you bring, or you can check in with Jaci ahead of time for ideas of what to bring.   
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6 August – Monthly meeting 7 PM at the Rattlesnake Museum.

3 September – Monthly meeting 7 PM at the Rattlesnake Museum.

5-7 September – Annual Labor Day field trip TBA.

12 September – Outreach Program at Villanueva St. Park on the Pecos River 7:30 PM.

1 October – Monthly meeting 7 PM at the Rattlesnake Museum.

5 November – Monthly meeting 7 PM at the Rattlesnake Museum.  

21-22 November – NMHS display at Festival of the Cranes, Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 

Refuge, San Antonio, NM.
12 December – Outreach Program at the Randall Davey Audubon Center, Santa Fe, 9-10:30am.

December – Annual banquet, TBD.
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As you can see, we have a lot of scheduled activities.  Any support for any activity is appreciated.

You do not have to bring herps to display.  Just showing up and talking about herps and the NMHS

goes a long way toward educating the public about herps and providing some contact with the[image: image4.png]



natural world to interested students, visitors, teachers, etc.  

NMHS Has a Website Again!!!!!

After over 2 years, the New Mexico Herpetological Society has revived our website.  The web address is the same:  nmherpsociety.org.  We also have a new web mistress, Rebecca Bulgrin.  With the gracious help of her father, Harold Baskin, the website is coming along. 

We currently have four pages up: the Home Page (which includes our mission statement), an Officers page, the Calendar of Events page, and the Meeting Minutes page.  

Work on the other pages is in progress.  These pages include a NM Reptile page (we were thinking pics and descriptions), a NM Amphibian page (more pics and descriptions), a Hot Topics page (interesting articles about various critters and relevant current events), Links to other websites featuring herps, Classifieds, and a Membership Form.   Please check it out.  Feel free to contact Rebecca for any suggestions, contributions, or changes at Rebecca@nmherpsociety.org.
HERPS in the NEWS

 Giant fossil snake remains - as reported by Paul Rincon, Science Reporter, BBC News (4 Feb 2009): A team of researchers led by Jason Head, from the University of Toronto at Mississauga, Canada, discovered the fossil remains of the world’s largest known snake in an open-pit coal mine near Cerrejon, in northeast Colombia.  Using a mathematical relationship between the size of vertebrae and the length of the body in living snakes, they estimated the ancient animal (58-60 million years ago) was 42 feet long (13 meters) and weighed 2,500 pounds (1,140 kilograms).  They determined it was related to the modern boa, and named it Titanoboa cerrejonensis.  Scientists estimate that in life, its widest part would have come up to just about a person hips.  This is a seriously large snake.  Anaconda vertebrae are about ¼ the size of the fossil vertebrae of Titanoboa.  [image: image5.png]
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NMHS is supported by the American International Rattlesnake Museum.  

Support both the museum and NMHS by visiting the museum in Old Town.

This newsletter is published for the edification and enjoyment of the members of the New Mexico Herpetological Society.  Any opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not express or represent official NMHS policy.  Questions, suggestions, and articles for publication may be submitted to the editor, 

Tom Eichhorst




4528 Quartz Dr. N.E.

Rio Rancho, NM 87124-4908
thomas@nerite.com
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